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A note from the Executive Director
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Dear Friends of the Arts Center,

The fiscal year 2025-2026 came and went, and so did an entirely new year of camps, programming, 
performances, and events. Throughout this year, we were so incredibly busy both in and out of our 
facility, bringing arts activities around the county and beyond. We expanded programming; 
partnered with local businesses and organizations; joined hands with our local schools to offer arts 
experiences; and so much more.

In 2025 alone, we dove headfirst into our community by offering arts programming offsite at 
places, such as Spectrum Academy, Harbor-Topky Memorial Library, Dragon Plus Program, ACCOA, 
and more. We conducted a much-needed community needs assessment to hear of gaps in 
accessibility and programming, and gained valuable feedback on how people would like to be part of 
the art. This information is so imperative to our vision of building an inclusive community where 
creativity thrives, arts are accessible, and diverse voices are celebrated. We wanted to make sure to 
include our community in our data-driven decision making.

Last year, we produced 25 productions; held 40 classes inside of schools and 296 classes/workshops 
outside of schools; awarded more than $21,500 in financial aid and scholarships, held around 2,700 
private lessons, and so much more. Our staff worked hard not only delivering arts experiences, but 
revamped our outdoor spaces through painting, signage, furniture, and our pollinator garden. In 
November 2025, we opened our fully ADA accessible restroom, equipped with a universal changing 
table. This restroom breaks down restroom barriers and allows everyone to be able to visit our 
facility without having to worry about if the restroom is accessible.

From guided tours, free concerts on the lawn, the Ashtabula County of Board of Developmental 
Disabilities 1st Annual Talent Show, and “Artober,” we opened our doors to our community in a big 
way and will always continue to do so. I can’t begin to thank everyone for all the love and support 
offered to our organization, helping our organization meet its mission last year. Our community is 
essential to our mission; and its support allows the Arts Center to create a welcoming, inclusive 
space that celebrates art, culture, and the unique creative spirit of every individual.

We hope you consider joining us this year. Every dollar, every minute volunteered, and every kind 
word shared with others matters. Thank you for helping to keep the arts alive in Ashtabula.

Artfully Yours,

Lori Starling
Executive Director
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A note from the Board president

Dear Friends of the Arts Center,

What a year this has been for the Ashtabula Arts Center! We continued to 
deliver the high quality programming and classes that our community has 
come to expect from us, while reaching out to new audiences and 
under-served people in Northeast Ohio. We couldn't have done it without 
the continued support of our donors, artists, staff, performers, audience 
members, volunteers and everyone that makes this organization so special. 

Looking ahead, I am excited for the following:
- A blockbuster theater season : 13th Street and Straw Hat seasons full of 
classics and new Broadway hits
- A dance season full of tradition and innovation: Ballet Theatre 
Ashtabula's Nutcracker and Spring Dance
- The best art in Northeast Ohio & Northwest Pennsylvania: The Paul and 
Norma Tikkanen Painting Prize

From painting and pottery to violin lessons and dance classes, the 
Ashtabula Arts Center truly has something for everyone. As always, we are 
grateful for the support of our community. I look forward to seeing you in 
the gallery, the classroom, or the theater very soon.

Derek Lebzelter
Board President

Our Vision
To build an inclusive community where creativity thrives, arts are accessible, and 
diverse voices are celebrated. We connect people through shared experiences, offer 
educational opportunities, and provide a welcoming space for cultural exchange.

Our Mission
Our mission is to create a welcoming, inclusive community that celebrates art, culture, 
and the unique creative spirit of every individual. We connect and empower people 
through educational programs, cultural exchanges, and shared experiences that 
inspire and engage our community through the transformative power of the arts.
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Board Officers
President | Derek Lebzelter, INEOS
Vice President | Nicole Noscal, Signature Health
Secretary | Lauren Gloekler, ARMC
Treasurer | Sarah Koski Noufer, Koski Construction

Board Members
Alex Asteinza, Vital Spa
Melissa Brodhead, Kent State University
Gary Burlin, Gary M. Burlin & Co.
Chris DiGiacomo,  Framed on Main
Mary Ann Kline,  retired, University Hospitals
Amanda Mills, MCC Therapies, LLC
Judy Mudd, retired, Buckeye Local Schools
Kate Reedy
Robinlyn Vogel
             

Staff
Lori Starling,, Executive Director 
Kristi Morris, Director of Operations
Amanda Frazier,, Marketing & Communications Director
Clover Robinson,, Director of Dance 
Kimberly Godfrey-Warren,, Director of Theater & Music
Zach Adkins, Assistant Director of Theater & Music
Nancy Nelson-Brotz,, Visual Arts Director
Doug Bennett,, Technical Director 
Kelsey Febel,, Administrative Volunteer & Donor Coordinator 
Melanie Glee,, Administrative Editorial Assistant
Czarina Charters, Administrative Assistant
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Foundation, Grant, and Sponsor 
Support

Support from family, community, and corporate foundations is essential 
for the Ashtabula Arts Center to serve the citizens of Ashtabula County. 

We are also grateful to our foundation supporters for the funding of 
special projects, such as our technology infrastructure upgrade, special 
programming needs, technical & administrative upgrades, purchase of 

LED lighting instruments, scholarship funds, set and production 
infrastructure, and more.

We gratefully acknowledge the support of the following 
foundations and sponsors:

Albert M. Ford Charitable Trust
Ashtabula Carpet Workroom

Ashtabula County Board of Developmental Disabilities
Ashtabula Arts Center Foundation

Ashtabula Foundation
Ashtabula Senior Center (ACCOA)

Ashtabula YMCA
Blanchard Foundation

Bruce Loomis
The Androse Foundation
The Panevin Foundation

Civic Development Corporation
Coblitz Family Fund

Herzog Family Foundation
KeyBank Foundation

KeyBank-Ashtabula Branch
Robert S. Morrison Foundation

The State of Ohio
Ohio Arts Council

Tikkanen Foundation
VFW Post #943

SPIRE
Walmart Spark for Good

Your Bridge Wealth Management
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Thank you to our Community 
Partners!

Each year, we strive to build stronger 
connections with other organizations in the 
community. We strengthened relationships 
this year with The Ashtabula YMCA, Harbor 

Topky Library, Dragon Plus Program, 
Spectrum Academy, Growth Partnership, 

LEADERship Ashtabula County, Ashtabula 
Area District Library, Ashtabula Area City 

Schools, Ashtabula County Animal Protective 
League, Walking with Memphis Dog Rescue, 

and more!
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SMU Data Arts 
Annual Report 2025
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highlights:

Facilitated over 
170 hours of 
instruction in 
schools

led more than 296 
arts 
classes/workshops

awarded over 
$21,500 in 
financial aid 
and 
scholarships
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highlights:
directly and 
indirectly 
reached over 
31,500 
individuals
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2025-2026 donor List
Thank you  to  a l l  o f  our  donors  th i s  

f i s ca l  year !

Center  S tage :

•Bruce  Loomis
•K imber ly  Turner

•D ix ie  Se l ip

Direc tor ’s  C i rc le :

•Bonnie  J  Benson
•Gary  Bur l in  &  Haro ld  Bemis

•Susan  Chapman
• Cob l i tz  Fami ly

• John Doher ty
•Sa l ly  &  Pat  F lash

•Morgan  Gr i f f i ths ,  J r .
•G lenn &  Donna  Had lock

•Grand  R iver  Rubber  &  P las t i cs
•Casey  Hammond

•Terry  Ha l l
•A l ix  Hi l l

•Ke i th  Jury
•B i l l  &  Mary  Ann K l ine

•Beth  Kosk i
•Nancy  Kra jec

•Andre  LaSa l l e
•Derek  &  Jess i ca  Lebze l te r

•Char lo t te  Lehto
• Je f f  &  Che lsea  Mi l l e r

• Jay  &  Judy  Mudd
•L inda  &  John Pao l i l l o
•Dav id  &  Lynn Pont ius

•Dav id  Powers
•S tephen  &  Sarah  Rhodes

•Ted  Rob ishaw
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•Greg  &  Pat  Seymour
•Mr .  &  Mrs .  Schoneman (Schoneman, 

Inc )
•Ed  &  Sand i  Tay lor

•Har lan  &  Lorra ine  Waid
•E .  Terry  &  Dorothea  Warren

Encore :

•Debra  Barr i ckman
• John &  Anna  Banks
•Troy  &  Chr i s  Ba i l ey
•Dwight  &  Jan is  Beebe
•Dr .  &  Mrs .  Burkho lder
• Jude  &  Jen  Cauwenburgh
•Michae l  &  Emi ly  Che ich
• J im & E l l en  Cufr
•Dav id  &  Lor i  F laut t
•Debra  Barr i ckman
•Lauren  &  Jason  G loek ler
• J e f f  &  T ina  Gr i f f i ths
•Dav id  &  Boni ta  Hayes
•Dr .  &  Mrs .  Sh in  Huang
•Mat t  Kanick i
•Chr i s topher  &  Miche l l e  McClure
•Larry  &  Jod i  Mi l l s
•Cynth ia  &  A l lan  R ichards
•Scot  &  Debbe  S ink ler
•Mard i  Snyder
•Sharon  Spot ts
•Dennis  Swaney
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Bravo :

•  Nanet te  Adams &  Gary  Case
•  Dr .  J e rome Brockway
•  Terance  B lon
•  Chery le  Ch iaramonte
•  Ke l ly  Cope land
•  Rob in  &  Deborah  Cumber land
•  Nancy  Evans
•  Mar ia  Fowler
•  Bob  &  Laur ie  Godfrey
•  Lorna  Gre i c ius
•  Rev .  &  Mrs .  Fred  Gr imm
• Jud i th  Guscot t
•  Renee  Incorvat i
•  Be th  J epson
•  Caro l  &  Randy  Jones
•  J ames  &  Debra  LaP ier re
•  Bob  &  Lou ise  Lebze l te r
•  Chery l  K immel
•  A l l i son  Mi lburn
•  Sue  Mi l l e r
•  Marybeth  Nass ie f
•  Josh  Nicho ls
•  John  &  Nancy  Pat terson
•  Dav id  &  Joanna  Per tz-Anderson
•  L inda  Pro fant
•  Don  Shaughnessy
•  Pat r i c ia  S impson
•  George  &  Dar l  S touf fer
•  Doug  &  MaryLou  Towner
•  Pau l  V incent
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Cheers :

•Sharon  A lber t
• Ju l i a  Bar ton

•Rosemary  Bernato
•L ies l  B lackwel l

•A lan  B lock  &  Chr i s  Z ie l sk i
•L inda  Boughton
•Mar iana  Branch

• Jean  Brockway
•Lou  Buck

• James  &  Jan ice  Cook
•Wi l l i am Corne l l

•Wes ley  Crawford
•Chr i s  D ig iacomo

•Mat t i e  Dramis
•Ber t  &  Caro l  Drennen
• Jan ine  &  Joe l  D imare

•Dennis  D ixon
•Sarah  Eas tman

•Pr i sc i l l a  Fo lmer
•A l i ce  &  Lee  Fr i t t s

•Luanna  Ha le
•Char lo t te  Hawkins
•Lavet te  Hennigan

•Pat r i c ia  Hi t chcock
•Nancy  Hodge

•Meeghan Humphrey  &  Ra lph  Bacon
•Ryan  Humphrey

•Nick  Ia rocc i
•Margo  Jeanch i ld

•Ke l ly  J e rome
•Dav id  &  Marsha  K ing

•Barbara  K iphar t
•Chuck  &  Joy  Kosk i

• Joyce  Kren
•Scot t  Kuhar

•Gera ld  &  Mar ie l  Ku ja la
•Marc ia  LeBrecht

•L inda  L i ca te
•E i l een  Lopuszynsk i

•Karey  Lunghofer
•Ben jamin  &  Amanda  McMurtr i e

•Dr .  &  Mrs .  Pau l  Mech l ing
•Larry  &  A lber ta  Meloro
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• Mar jor ie  Mi l l iken
•Tammy Monday

•Sherry  N iederkorn
•Loan  Nguyen

•Sandra  O’Br ien
•Bob  &  Kay  Pa lmer

•B i l l  Pa lmer  &  Jane  S teward
•Donna  Pat terson

•Terry  Pers i ly
•Dav id  &  Kathy  Peterson

•L inda  &  Wi l l  Pe t r i c
•Eugene  Pfe i fe r

•Mike  Pr imc
•Thomas  &  Caro l  Rober tson

•L inda  &  Randy  Sch i f f
•Harry  Schwentker

•S teve  &  Sa l ly  Sear l
•G inny  Se i fe r t

•Sara  &  Randa l l  Shaner
•Nina  &  Dav id  Shevch ik

•Dr .  Susan  S tocker
•Marta  S tone

•Rebecca  S towel l
•Debb ie  Upo le

• Joe ,  J ess i ca ,  Trudy  &  Fred  Wise
•Pam Whelan

• Jean  A  Wr ightnour ,  OD
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Applause :

•  Abaga le  Ibarra-Al lhouse
•  L inda  Ar tman
•  Gary  &  L inda  Bened ic t
•  J ane  Brock
•  Lo is  Cande la
•  Mir iam Car tner
•  R i chard  –  RC- Rose  Dav is
•  Nancy  G loek ler
•  Harr ie t  Goodman
•  J e r i e  Greene
•  C lark  &  Deb  Hewi t t
•  A l i  Ibar ra
•  Faythe  J e rome
•  Karen  &  Len  Jury
•  Kath leen  Keenan
•  Kath leen  Kennedy
•  T i f fany  K iphar t
•  Sara  Kora lewski
•  Derek  L i
•  Kathy  Lovas
•  Caro le  Marchand
•  Marcus  Marsha l l
•  Robyn  Maruf fo
•  Dav id  McLaughl in
•  Sandy  Mee ly
•  V i rg in ia  Min ick
•  N ick
•  Bev  O’Re i l l y  &  Brad  G iane l l
•  Judy  Pa l lu tch
•  Anto inet te  Phe lps
•  Chery l  Regner
•  Fran  &  Ca l  Rob inson
•  Freder i ck  Robse l
•  Gus  &  Barbara  Sa ika ly
•  Caro l  Shank
•  Lor i  &  Beau  S tar l ing
•  Ash lyn  Sup ina
•  Sue  Swigunsk i
•  N ico le  Tay lor
•  Pam & R ick  Zack


